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ABSTRACT

Sampies of white perch were collected from the Hudson River at S¢. Vincent's Poing {N.Y 3
from June through November in 1978 and examined for gill parasites. Numbers of
Prerocleidus nactus (Monogenea). Ergasifus labricys {Copepoda) and the glochidia of a fresh-
water mussel fluctuated seasonally. each with ity grearest prevalence and incidence in June,
the period of white perch downstream migration. Evidence suggests that these patterns are
governed by 2 combination of host spawning time, water temperature and salinity,

e,

‘The white perch (Morone americana) is a typical termperate region basgs
which is common to sait, brackish and fresh waters along the Atlantic coast
of the United States. These include the Hudson River, brackish waters on
Long Island and Chesapeake Bay. The migratory hahiss of white pereh
have been studied in various bodies of water. During the cold winter
months, perch in estuarine waters in the Northeast migrate from shallow,

foilowing which they make extensive migrations to the shallow and/or
brackish waters where they pass the summer and early fali feeding and
growing (Mansueri, 1960, 1961). This basic pattern appears to occur in the
Hudson River where the fish migrate between shallow, brackish waters and
deeper, freshwater areas. After spawning in May and June, they move
downstream to brackish water., Tagging studies have shown that white
perch seldom travel more than 10 miles following their post-spawning
migration and prior to their winter migration (Mansueti, 1961},

Thus far, work published on the parasites infecting white perch has
centered on the identification and classification of the species observed,
Hoffman (1967) reported 21 known species, and since then several others
have been added including monogenes, copepods and nemetodes {Tedla
and Fernando, 1969a: Hogan and Williams, 1976: Mayes and Johnson,
1975; Hanek and Fernando, 1872). The purpose of the present study was
to examine the phenologies of the gill parasites. Seasonal fluctuations in

“The authors gratefully acknowledge the cricical reading of the manuscript by Dr. Edmund
D. Brodie, Jr.

Fort
Pierce, Florida 33450.
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